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Sappanone A rapidly reverses chronic stress-induced depression-like behaviors in mice
WANG Can-ming1, LI Zhi-can2, YAO Qing-yang2* 1. Department of Pharmacy, Affiliated Quanzhou First Hospital, Fujian Medical University, Quanzhou
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Abstract : Objective To investigate the potential antidepressant-like effects of sappanone A (SA, a compound isolated from the heartwood of 
Caesalpinia sappan). Methods Forced swim test (FST), tail suspension test (TST) and novelty suppressed feeding test (NSFT) were used to determine 

On the other hand, by using a tryptophan hydroxylase inhibitor, the role of 5-HT system in mediating the antidepressant-like effects of SA in mice was 
studied. Results SA displayed acute antidepressant-like effects in mouse FST and TST. More importantly, unlike classical antidepressant, SA treatment 

Finally, 5-HT system was found to be devoid of contribution to SA s antidepressant-like effects in mice. Conclusion SA can induce faster-acting 
antidepressant-like response in mice.
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